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Warrick County Board of Commissioners
107 West Locust Street
Suite 301
Boonville, IN 47601	Comment by Author: info@warrickcounty.gov; terry@warrickcounty.gov; tphillippee@warrickcounty.gov; sseaton@warrickcounty.gov; sfranz@warrickcounty.gov
Dear Members of the Warrick County Area Plan Commission and Warrick County Commissioners:
[bookmark: _GoBack]On behalf of the Southern Indiana Area Labor Federation and the Southwestern Indiana Building Trades Council, we write to respectfully urge the Warrick County Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed data center ordinance currently scheduled for consideration on July 13.
Our organizations represent working men and women across Southern Indiana, including the skilled tradespeople who build and maintain the infrastructure that powers modern economic growth. We believe Warrick County has both a responsibility and an opportunity to evaluate data center development carefully, transparently, and in a way that protects residents while also preserving the potential for high-quality jobs, apprenticeship opportunities, an expanded tax base, and long-term infrastructure investment.
Data centers are not ordinary development projects. They are large, energy-intensive, technically complex facilities that require highly trained workers, significant utility coordination, strong safety practices, and careful planning around power, water, land use, emergency response, permitting, and community impact. Those issues deserve serious review. They also deserve input from the workers and training institutions that would be responsible for safely building this infrastructure if Warrick County chooses to compete for these projects.
For that reason, we do not believe the proposed ordinance should move forward as currently drafted. Voting no would allow Warrick County to have a broader, more complete conversation before adopting standards that could significantly affect future data center investment, construction jobs, apprenticeship opportunities, and regional infrastructure planning.
Our position is not that every data center project should be approved. Our position is that Warrick County should take the time to develop a responsible framework that separates good projects from bad ones.
Across the country, data center development is creating major opportunities for skilled construction workers, electricians, operating engineers, laborers, pipefitters, carpenters, ironworkers, sheet metal workers, and other building trades. These projects can support thousands of construction work hours, expand apprenticeship programs, and create middle-class career pathways for young people and working families. But those benefits are not automatic. They depend on whether local leaders insist on high standards and whether labor, industry, utilities, residents, and public officials are included in the process early.
Voting no does not mean ignoring community concerns. It means taking them seriously. It would give the County time to hear from residents, labor organizations, local employers, utilities, schools, emergency services, workforce partners, economic development leaders, and potential developers. It would also allow Warrick County to consider whether any future ordinance should include clearer expectations around labor standards, apprenticeship utilization, project labor agreements or similar workforce commitments, safety standards, infrastructure cost responsibility, and community benefit agreements.
Voting no also does not mean opposition to reasonable local standards or responsible oversight. Rather, it would help ensure that any ordinance is developed through a complete, fact-based, and inclusive process that reflects broader stakeholder input, meaningful engagement, and proper vetting.
For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed ordinance on July 13. We believe additional discussion and stakeholder engagement are necessary before Warrick County advances a policy of this magnitude.
Thank you for your consideration and for your service to Warrick County.
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