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Dear Members of the Warrick County Area Plan Commission and Warrick County Commissioners:
On behalf of the Indiana Chamber of Commerce, we write to respectfully urge the Warrick County Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed data center ordinance currently scheduled for consideration on July 13.
The Indiana Chamber represents employers across the state and works to advance policies that strengthen Indiana’s economy, support job creation, encourage private investment, and improve the state’s long-term competitiveness. Warrick County and Southwest Indiana have a strong record of supporting major employers, advanced manufacturing, logistics, energy, and infrastructure. Those strengths position the region to compete for the next generation of investment if local policies remain balanced, predictable, and aligned with responsible growth.
Data centers and related technology infrastructure are increasingly important to the modern economy. Advanced manufacturing, health care, life sciences, logistics, agriculture, financial services, education, public services, artificial intelligence, and cloud computing all depend on reliable digital infrastructure. Communities that are prepared to evaluate these projects carefully, while maintaining clear and workable standards, will be better positioned to attract investment and support existing employers.
We recognize that projects of this scale raise legitimate local questions. Energy reliability, water use, land use, infrastructure capacity, environmental oversight, emergency services, public safety, and long-term community benefit all deserve careful review. Residents should have access to factual information, local officials should retain appropriate oversight, and any future project should be expected to demonstrate accountability and net benefit to the community.
At the same time, Warrick County should be careful not to adopt an ordinance that may unintentionally discourage responsible investment before a full and balanced discussion has occurred. As currently proposed, the ordinance would function as an indefinite ban on large data centers of 40,000 square feet or more, which is effectively a ban on most new data center investment. This would place Warrick County in a very small minority of counties that have adopted outright or practical bans and could make the county an outlier compared to other Indiana communities seeking responsible technology and infrastructure investment.
A ban is a significant policy decision that should not move forward without broader stakeholder input, meaningful engagement, and proper vetting. The proposed ordinance raises complex questions involving land use, infrastructure, energy, economic development, public services, and long-term regional competitiveness. Those issues deserve an open, transparent, and fact-based policy discussion with residents, employers, utilities, schools, workforce partners, public safety officials, economic development leaders, and other regional and statewide stakeholders at the table.
Voting no on the ordinance as currently drafted would not mean opposition to reasonable standards or local control. Rather, it would allow the County to develop a more complete, balanced framework that protects residents while preserving flexibility for responsible projects. It would also ensure that any future policy reflects wider stakeholder input, a stronger understanding of potential impacts, and a clearer path for projects that can meet high standards and deliver meaningful local benefits.
The goal should not be growth at any cost. The goal should be responsible growth that strengthens communities, expands the tax base, supports infrastructure, creates job opportunities, and keeps Indiana competitive. Warrick County can protect quality of life and community interests while still maintaining a clear path for projects that meet strong standards.
For these reasons, the Indiana Chamber of Commerce respectfully urges the Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed ordinance on July 13. We believe additional discussion and stakeholder engagement are necessary before Warrick County advances a policy of this magnitude. Taking additional time now will help ensure that any future ordinance is thoughtful, workable, and supportive of both local priorities and Indiana’s broader economic future.
Thank you for your consideration and for your service to Warrick County and the State of Indiana.

Sincerely,



[Name]
[Title]
Indiana Chamber of Commerce




[bookmark: _GoBack]
