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Dear Members of the Warrick County Area Plan Commission and Warrick County Commissioners:

As education, health care, and workforce development leaders serving Southwest Indiana, we write to respectfully urge the Warrick County Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed data center ordinance currently scheduled for consideration on July 13.
The Evansville region has an opportunity to compete for the next generation of investment, infrastructure, and career pathways. When planned responsibly, projects of this scale can strengthen the local tax base, support infrastructure improvements, create demand for skilled workers, and help position Southwest Indiana for continued economic competitiveness.
Our institutions are deeply invested in preparing students, workers, patients, and families for the economy that is already taking shape. Data center development intersects with fields such as information technology, cybersecurity, electrical work, construction, advanced manufacturing, health care operations, engineering, logistics, facilities management, and energy infrastructure. These are areas where Southwest Indiana already has strong educational and training assets, and where new investment can help create clearer pathways from classroom to career.
We recognize that responsible growth requires responsible planning. Questions about energy reliability, water, environmental permitting, land use, infrastructure readiness, emergency services, and public engagement should be taken seriously. Residents should have access to factual information, local officials should be able to ask hard questions, and any future project should be expected to demonstrate accountability and clear community benefit.
For that reason, we believe the proposed ordinance should not move forward as currently drafted. Voting no would allow residents, educational institutions, health care leaders, employers, utilities, schools, workforce partners, economic development organizations, public safety officials, and other stakeholders to better understand the facts, evaluate potential impacts, and help shape an approach that protects community interests while keeping Warrick County competitive for responsible investment.
Voting no does not mean opposition to reasonable local standards or responsible oversight. Rather, it would provide additional time to develop a balanced approach that reflects broader stakeholder input, meaningful engagement, and proper vetting.
Southwest Indiana has a strong manufacturing base, respected education and training partners, skilled workers, health care institutions, and a history of meeting big economic moments. New projects should build on those strengths, not replace them.
For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed ordinance on July 13. With strong local oversight, transparent public engagement, and a commitment to workforce and infrastructure planning, Warrick County can protect community interests while helping Southwest Indiana prepare today and compete tomorrow.
Thank you for your consideration and for your service to Warrick County.
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