[ERBC Letterhead] 
Board Members,
I wanted to make you aware of an important issue currently before Warrick County that could have significant implications for the Evansville Region’s long-term economic competitiveness.
On July 13, the Warrick County Area Plan Commission is expected to consider a proposed data center ordinance. As currently drafted, the ordinance appears to include standards that are significantly more restrictive than what we are seeing in other communities competing for similar technology, infrastructure, and advanced industry investment. If adopted without broader stakeholder input, meaningful engagement, and proper vetting, it could send a signal that data center investment is not welcome in Warrick County or, by extension, the broader Evansville Region.
This is not simply a Warrick County issue. Decisions like this affect how the entire region is perceived by companies evaluating future investment opportunities. Southwest Indiana is increasingly drawing interest from technology infrastructure companies, advanced manufacturers, energy users, and other emerging industries that could create jobs, broaden the tax base, support infrastructure improvements, and strengthen our long-term competitiveness.
At the same time, these projects raise legitimate questions around energy, water, land use, permitting, infrastructure, emergency services, and community impact. Those questions deserve clear answers and a thoughtful public process. However, they should not be resolved through a rushed ordinance with limited engagement from the business community, major employers, utilities, workforce partners, economic development leaders, public safety officials, and other regional stakeholders.
For that reason, we are asking members of the Evansville Regional Business Committee to consider engaging directly with the Warrick County Area Plan Commission and County Commissioners to respectfully urge the Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed ordinance as currently drafted.
Voting no does not mean opposition to local standards or responsible development. Rather, it would create time for residents, businesses, local governments, utilities, schools, workforce partners, economic development leaders, public safety officials, and other stakeholders to better understand the facts, evaluate the potential impacts, and help shape an approach that protects community interests while keeping Warrick County and Southwest Indiana competitive for future investment.
We encourage you to consider taking one or more of the following actions before the July 13 meeting:
Contact members of the Warrick County Area Plan Commission and County Commissioners to respectfully urge a no vote on the proposed ordinance as currently drafted;
Encourage other business and civic leaders in your network to do the same;
Share your perspective on why broader stakeholder engagement, regional competitiveness, responsible growth, and thoughtful infrastructure planning matter to Southwest Indiana’s future; and
Attend or send a representative to the July 13 Area Plan Commission meeting, if possible.
Any action taken by the Area Plan Commission on July 13 will serve as a recommendation to the Warrick County Commissioners, who are expected to make a final decision later in July. This makes the coming days an important moment for regional business leaders to speak up.
Together, we can help ensure Southwest Indiana remains a region where businesses invest, innovation thrives, infrastructure is strengthened, and families prosper for generations to come.
Thank you for your leadership and engagement.
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