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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Members of the Warrick County Area Plan Commission and Warrick County Commissioners:
On behalf of BWXT, we write to respectfully urge the Warrick County Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed data center ordinance currently scheduled for consideration on July 13.
As an employer with a long-term presence in the region, BWXT understands the importance of thoughtful economic development, reliable infrastructure, and a skilled local workforce. Warrick County and Southwest Indiana have the opportunity to compete for major investment that can strengthen the local tax base, support infrastructure readiness, and create broader economic benefits for workers, suppliers, contractors, and service providers throughout the region.
We recognize that projects of this scale are complex. Data centers and related technology infrastructure require careful review, public engagement, strong local oversight, and clear answers on issues such as energy reliability, water, environmental permitting, construction impacts, land use, emergency services, and long-term community benefit. Local officials should remain fully engaged and should ensure that any project considered in Warrick County is evaluated based on facts, accountability, and net benefit to the community.
At the same time, Southwest Indiana cannot afford to stand still. The economy is changing, and regions that prepare for future investment will be better positioned to attract new jobs, retain talent, support existing employers, and compete for the industries that will shape future economic growth. Data center development, when planned responsibly, can help drive investment in infrastructure, create demand for skilled trades and technical talent, and support local businesses that keep the regional economy moving.
For that reason, we believe the proposed ordinance should not move forward as currently drafted. Voting no would allow residents, employers, utilities, schools, workforce partners, economic development leaders, public safety officials, and other stakeholders to better understand the facts, evaluate potential impacts, and help shape an approach that protects community interests while keeping Warrick County competitive for responsible investment.
Voting no does not mean opposition to reasonable local standards or responsible oversight. Rather, it would provide additional time to develop a balanced approach that reflects broader stakeholder input, meaningful engagement, and proper vetting.
Warrick County and Southwest Indiana have a strong industrial base and a proven workforce. New investment should build on those strengths. It should create opportunity for local workers, support small businesses and suppliers, contribute to infrastructure readiness, and provide long-term value to taxpayers and residents.
For these reasons, BWXT respectfully urges the Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed ordinance on July 13. We appreciate your willingness to examine these issues carefully and to ensure Warrick County remains at the table as Southwest Indiana evaluates future economic development opportunities.
Thank you for your consideration and for your service to Warrick County.
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