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On behalf of Alcoa Warrick Operations, I am writing to respectfully urge the Warrick County Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed data center ordinance currently scheduled for consideration on July 13.
Alcoa has been part of Warrick County and Southwest Indiana for generations. Since beginning operations in Newburgh in 1960, Alcoa Warrick Operations has helped anchor the region’s advanced manufacturing economy, supporting hundreds of high-quality jobs, contributing to the local tax base, and investing in the long-term success of the community. Our operations are deeply connected to many of the same issues now being discussed in relation to data centers, including energy infrastructure, workforce development, land use, utility coordination, environmental stewardship, and long-term regional competitiveness.
Data centers raise legitimate questions. Any major project should be evaluated carefully for its impacts on power demand, water use, roads, emergency services, land use, neighboring properties, and the broader community. Those questions deserve clear answers and a thoughtful public process. At the same time, Warrick County should be careful not to adopt standards that unintentionally signal the region is closed to future investment before a full and balanced conversation has taken place.
Southwest Indiana is increasingly being considered for major industrial, energy, technology, and infrastructure investment. These opportunities can broaden the tax base, support local services, strengthen utility and infrastructure systems, create construction and permanent jobs, and help position the region for long-term economic competitiveness. They should not be approved without proper review, but they also should not be effectively ruled out through a rushed process with limited input from major employers, utilities, workforce partners, residents, and regional economic development stakeholders.
For that reason, we believe the proposed ordinance should not move forward as currently drafted. Voting no would allow the County to better evaluate how to address legitimate community concerns while preserving flexibility for responsible projects that can meet high standards.
Voting no does not mean opposition to reasonable local standards or responsible oversight. Rather, it would help ensure that any ordinance is developed through a complete, fact-based, and inclusive process that reflects broader stakeholder input, meaningful engagement, and proper vetting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a long-standing industrial employer in Warrick County, Alcoa understands the importance of responsible growth. We also understand that clear, predictable, and balanced local standards are essential for communities that want to compete for investment while protecting the interests of residents. The County should have the time needed to hear from residents, existing employers, utilities, schools, workforce partners, economic development leaders, and other stakeholders before advancing a policy that could shape Warrick County’s economic future for years to come.
For these reasons, Alcoa Warrick Operations respectfully urges the Area Plan Commission to vote no on the proposed ordinance on July 13. We believe additional discussion and stakeholder engagement are necessary before Warrick County advances a policy of this magnitude.
Thank you for your consideration and for your continued service to Warrick County.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
Alcoa Warrick Operations


